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This term, we were proud to welcome Nadhim
Zahawi MP, Secretary of State for Education, to
LEO Academy Trust. Mr Zahawi presented Manor
Park Primary Academy with the very first copies of
the commemorative publication, “Queen Elizabeth:
A Platinum Jubilee Celebration” book and gave a
live reading with pupils, in a visit marked to
celebrate the Queen’s 70-year reign.

Queen Elizabeth: A Platinum Jubilee Celebration,
celebrates the life of Her Majesty and teaches
young children about key historical milestones that
have shaped her 70-year reign. The book charts
significant social, cultural and scientific events from
across the Commonwealth, including the Windrush,
the achievements of prominent campaigners such
as Nelson Mandela and Malala Yousafzai, and
ground-breaking innovations such as the discovery
of the DNA structure and the World Wide Web.

During the visit, pupils had the opportunity to read
aloud to Mr Zahawi and ask him questions about
the historic events, leading Mr Zahawi to comment
that the pupils’ English teacher is clearly, “also
brilliant because your reading is fantastic.”

With a vision for supporting children to develop a
life-long passion for reading, Manor Park Primary
encourages pupils to engage with rich and varied
literature both inside and outside of the classroom. 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR
EDUCATION VISITS 

MANOR PARK



Shareen Wilkinson, Director of Teaching and Learning at LEO Academy Trust, said:

“It was an honour to welcome Mr Zahawi to Manor Park Primary and receive the
“Queen Elizabeth: A Platinum Jubilee Celebration” book. This publication tells the
story of Her Majesty’s life through an inclusive and memorable narrative, helping
children to engage with the different events and people that have shaped our
Commonwealth."

“At LEO Academy Trust we firmly believe that strong literacy skills lay the
foundations for success in many aspects of a child’s life, from their social and
emotional development to relationships and life opportunities. Providing as many
moments as possible for pupils to read aloud and be read to, from a diverse
literature base, helps them to better understand the world around them. We look
forward to using this special celebration book in our English lessons and reflecting
on the greatest milestones from the 20th century up until the present day.”

Literacy programmes on offer at the school include Reading Champions, the Economist Foundation’s Topical
Talk programme, Reading Explorers Club and interactive ReadingZone Live resources from LGfL.

These opportunities help pupils to become confident and engaged readers and writers, and Manor Park Primary
is proud to be celebrating extremely high literacy levels as a result. As one pupil told Mr Zahawi, “Manor Park
Primary is “the best school in the world!”

The Platinum Jubilee commemorative book helps bring history to life in a fun and engaging way for children,
whilst challenging young readers to critically reflect on these events and the vocabulary used in the book, and
how they can incorporate some of the language in their own writing.

Nadhim Zahawi, Secretary of State for Education, said:
“It was a privilege to deliver some of the first ever copies of the Queen Elizabeth: A Platinum Jubilee
Celebration book to Year 5 pupils at Manor Park Primary and read extracts about the upcoming Platinum 

Jubilee celebrations. I was blown away by their reading ability.

“The Platinum Jubilee marks a significant moment in this country’s history, and
should inspire us all to reflect on Her Majesty’s dignity and commitment to the
people of the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth.”

4



RESIDENTIAL TRIPS RETURN
TO LEO

It has been an exciting Summer Term for KS2
children across LEO Academy Trust, as they
embarked on residential trips across the country!

In April & May, Year 5 children headed to Kingswood
in Kent for an action-packed week of activities. They
enjoyed climbing and high adventures, challenge
courses and camp fires, archery and abseiling ... and
much more! In June & July, Year 4 children ventured
to Box Hill for a residential trip to High Ashurst with
Surrey Outdoor Learning & Development . They took
part in activities such as: archery, abseiling,
adventure hikes, and more. 

We would like to say a huge thank you to Surrey
Outdoor Learning Development and Kingswood for
their amazing facilities and the opportunities they
offer.

Meanwhile, Year 6 pupils from Manor Park headed
to Kingswood in Staffordshire, where they took part
in zip-wiring and abseiling, archery, bushcraft, and
lots of other adventurous activities.

https://www.surreyoutdoorlearning.uk/
https://www.surreyoutdoorlearning.uk/
https://www.kingswood.co.uk/


Finally, other Year 6 classes from across LEO
Academy Trust took an exciting five day trip to
the Isle of Wight in May, June and July.  With an
action packed agenda, our pupils were excited
to travel by ferry for a week by the beach. With
aqua parks, theme parks, and boat trips, it was
an adventure-filled five days that kept our
pupils busy! We would like to say a big thank
you to Isle of Wight Experience for their
support, and assistance in creating an amazing
outdoor learning experience for our pupils. 

LEO Academy Trust is proud to offer these increased
opportunities for residential trips for all of our pupils.
They have certainly created memories that will last a
lifetime at Kingswood, High Ashurst, and Isle of Wight
and we can’t wait to return next year!
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TECHNOLOGY AT LEO
ACADEMY TRUST

In March 2022, digital leaders from LEO Academy Trust visited the BETT Show at the ExCel Centre, London.
Whilst they were there, they explored different digital products that could enhance teaching and learning
across the trust as part of 'Kids Judge BETT'. The children discovered many different apps and gadgets that
they recommended but finalised that LEGO Education was the clear winner. Since then, a box arrived at
school and LEGO and Coding Clubs have enjoyed exploring further. From September 2022, every LEO
school will have their own class set of Lego's Spike Essentials and teachers will be receiving training on
how LEGO can be used across the curriculum in a variety of subject areas.

As well as this, children at Shawley Community also took part in a trial of Marty the Robot which also
caught their attention at the BETT show. Marty can walk, turn, dance, kick a ball and so much more. Marty
visited Shawley last term and has been used in a variety of ways. We are looking forward to 15 Marty's
arriving soon!



GOOGLE FOR
EDUCATION ON

TOUR

Staff and pupils at Cheam Common Infants' and Cheam Common Junior enjoyed welcoming visitors into
their classrooms in April, as part of the Google for Education UK Tour. They shared our use of tools, such as:
Nearpod, ThingLink, Wakelet, Kahoot, and Jamboard.

These tools support pupils in and out of the classroom, ensuring that as a Trust we are delivering the
promise of an outstanding, inclusive education for all. It was an honour to welcome our visitors into our
classrooms to showcase our successful use of these tools, and are looking forward to growing our use of
them in the future.
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CHEAM COMMON JUNIORS’
DIGITAL LEADERS WITH

WAKELET LIVE.

It was great to see our Digital Leaders from
Cheam Common Junior Academy featured on
Wakelet Live, alongside students from Steyn City
School in South Africa.

Wakelet is a digital curation platform that lets
teachers and students organise a mix of content
for easy access. It is a broad platform that can be
used in many ways, making it a creative way to
engage with your pupils. The tool gives pupils the
option to collate a mix of digital content into one
area, and allows them to create and share these
‘wakes’ with a single link. Cheam Common Junior
were delighted to feature in this event to discuss
their use of Wakelet in the classroom, and how it
makes the curriculum more accessible for pupils,
teachers, and families.

In this event, we heard from the Wakelet Team
about some of their most impactful stories from
the community, and recent news about the
Wakelet platform.

To relive the action and see how your pupils can
engage with lessons and showcase their
learning journey, please click here.

VIRTUAL TRIP TO CHINA AND
MANDARIN CLUB

LEO Academy Trust schools have been part of the Sister School Partnerships programme since 2018
when they initially established links with schools in Hangzhou and Chengdu. We have most recently
signed an agreement with Tianfu Mei’an Primary School, Tianfu Wan’an Primary School, Tianfu No.6
Primary School and Tianfu Baisha Primary School, all in Chengdu.

To celebrate the partnership the pupils were immersed online in Chinese culture during the three day
China Online Immersion programme, with virtual tours of Chengdu, craft sessions and a live interaction
session with their sister schools.

Mr Ansell at Cheam Fields speaks on the Virtual Trip to China, and LEO's Mandarin Club:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rT-BPaVOlc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rT-BPaVOlc


“This was the second year running we decided to offer our Mandarin club children an
immersive Chinese experience. It was an exciting and informative 2-day event in
collaboration with TEP and we added a further day to include more activities such as a
dance workshop and the opportunity for the children to dive into other areas of Chinese
culture that interested them.

It is always special to join together with other schools in our Trust and share experiences like
this. The children who were invited were all active members of our LEO Mandarin Club and
attend weekly language and cultural sessions. One of my highlights was witnessing all these
children together, connected through our language programme and having a fulfilling
experience that enabled them to put some of their learning into practice. It might not have
been the same as boarding a plane and setting foot on Chinese soil but it was the next best
thing we could have offered in the circumstances.

The event was full of active learning opportunities through interactive language sessions,
daily exercise routines and crafts. The second day included the opportunity to interact with
each of our Sister Schools. We have been supported by True Education Partnership in
coming together and the Global Schools Alliance platform is useful for sharing photos of
special events or communicating with and is certainly an area we are key to utilise more in
the future."

To read the full case study, click here.
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Mrs Shirley was honoured on national Thank a
Teacher Day, as the country celebrates the
people who make our schools so special. She was
delighted to be named as one of 80 Pearson
National Teaching Award winners across the
country and honoured to win a Silver Award in the
Award for Digital Innovator of the Year for her
outstanding commitment to changing the lives of
the children she works with every day. 

Mrs Shirley’s forward-thinking digital strategy has
transformed teaching and learning for the near
4,000 pupils across the Trust, helping to improve
accessibility, encourage pupils’ confidence and
creativity when using technology and supporting
staff to maximise EdTech tools in the classroom.
At the heart of this strategy is the Google
Chromebook 1:1 programme, which ensures each
pupil in Key Stage Two is equipped with personal
Chromebooks to use in lessons and at home to
continue their learning. 

Mrs Shirley has a wealth of experience within the
education sector and brings her unique
knowledge to her pupils, having held a number of
roles in South London Schools. 

INSPIRATIONAL TRUST'S DIRECTOR
FOR DIGITAL SKILLS HONOURED IN
PRESTIGIOUS UK CELEBRATION OF

TEACHING

She also holds many EdTech qualifications,
including being a Google Certified Trainer and
Coach. 

As a Silver Award winner, Mrs Shirley has now
been shortlisted to win one of just 16 Gold
Awards later in the year. Recognition of this
once in a lifetime achievement will be broadcast
on the BBC’s The One Show as part of a week-
long celebration of teaching, which sees famous
faces honour award winners every night in the
run up to the ceremony. This is a fantastic
opportunity to celebrate the exceptional school
leaders and teachers who have worked wonders
to bring together their local communities despite
the challenges of the past few years. 

The Pearson National Teaching Awards is an
annual celebration of excellence in education,
founded in 1998 by Lord Puttnam to recognise
the life-changing impact an inspirational teacher
can have on the lives of the young people they
work with. This year marks its 23rd year of
celebrating our school teaching staff across the
UK. 



Elise Ecoff, Group Education Director at Nord Anglia Education, said: 

“Congratulations to Mrs Shirley on this fantastic achievement. Today is an important opportunity to
celebrate teachers in schools who are making a real difference in their students’ lives, whether that’s
through their learning or by supporting their overall development. I always love seeing teachers use their
passion to truly inspire students to develop the confidence, resilience, and creativity needed to
succeed.” 

Sharon Hague, Managing Director of Schools at Pearson UK, said:

“Congratulations to today’s Silver Award winners on their incredible achievement, they should all feel
very proud of themselves. And thank you to all the incredible educators and support staff across this
country who really do make our schools and colleges so special. I am delighted that we can take this
opportunity to say how much we appreciate all that you do for the young people in your care.” 

Education Secretary Nadhim Zahawi said:

“Congratulations to Mrs Shirley on this incredible achievement, and for the hard work and dedication
which led up to it. Winning this award is impressive, well-deserved and shows her commitment to
helping students achieve their full potential.”

Michael Morpurgo, celebrated author and former Children’s Laureate, and President of the Teaching
Awards Trust, said: 

“For so many of us, it was someone at school who changed our lives, was at our side through hard and
difficult times, who lifted us up when we were down, helped us find our voice, gave us confidence when
we needed it most, and set us on a path that we have followed ever since. 

No matter who we are, school has touched our lives and played a central role in our childhoods. School
is about so much more than learning, and we see that now more than ever before. Schools really are
the beating heart of our communities. Every person that cares for our children in schools should be
celebrated loud and clear on Thank A Teacher Day 2022.” 
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FILMING OUR USE OF
PEDTECH WITH LGFL 

LEO Academy Trust were delighted to welcome
LGFL into Brookfield Primary Academy and Cheam
Park Farm Primary Academy to film our use of
technology in the classroom. This is part of a new
national research project on PedTech and the
effectiveness of Teaching & Learning with
technology in schools. PedTech puts teachers
pedagogical intentions first, and the technology
serving those intentions second. These intentions are
the way in which we individually approach teaching
and learning in a specific way, and the types of
learning behaviours that our approaches encourage. 

Pupils at Brookfield and Cheam Park Farm were
excited to show off their use of assistive technology
tools in the classroom, welcoming LGFL to discuss
and film how their chromebooks aid their learning. 

We are excited to continue the development of our
1:1 Chromebook programme, and to pursue our goal

of offering an inclusive and enhanced learning
curriculum for all children. 

Look out for the publication of the project's
findings this Autumn, when staff and children
from Brookfield and Cheam Park Farm will appear
alongside other schools from across England.



THE BRILLIANT CLUB

Sixty Year 5 pupils from across LEO Academy
Trust have been fortunate enough to
participate in an exciting initiative called The
Scholars Programme which has been designed
and delivered by The Brilliant Club.

The Brilliant Club is a charitable organisation
that works with schools in order to promote
university access for those who may not
consider higher education as an option. The
Scholars Programme helps pupils develop the
knowledge, skills and confidence to progress
to the most competitive universities. The
programme is delivered by current PhD
students from some of the most highly thought
of universities; these students have shared
their subject knowledge and passion for
learning with small groups of our pupils.

In addition to in person and remote taught
sessions by our assigned tutors on a variety of
topics including ‘The Healthy Heart’ and ‘Nature,
Humanity and Literature‘, the pupils were also
incredibly lucky to attend an in person
graduation ceremony. For many of our schools
this was held at Oxford University, where pupils
were not only able to celebrate their
achievements but also to gain an even deeper
understanding of university life. A great day was
had by all and our pupils should be extremely
proud of all that they have achieved.

LEO will be continuing to provide this exciting
opportunity for pupils next year and we’re
looking forward to further developing our
partnership with The Brilliant Club.
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On 5th May, staff from all our academies
contributed to a visit from the Challenge Partners
Trust Leaders Network, hosted by Manor Park and
Cheam Park Farm. 

Challenge Partners is an education charity, led by
practitioners, through which schools collaborate to
improve each other and the education system as a
whole, so all children benefit. LEO Academy Trust
has worked with Challenge Partners for over 10
years, and has seen the rewards from regular
quality assurance and sharing collective wisdom. 

The Trust Leaders Network visit focused particularly
on inclusion, and the centralised HR support
service. There were learning walks at Manor Park
and Cheam Park Farm, with the visitors
commenting on being impressed by the curriculum,
quality of teaching and how engaged all of the
children were. 

Our LEO Inclusion Team spoke with passion and
dedication about leading practice in Manor Park
and collaborating and sharing across the Trust, as
well as the set up of a central school improvement
inclusion team. 

CHALLENGE PARTNERS
VISIT

Our LEO HR offer showcased the
development of the centralised offer for our
schools, and in particular how LEO Academy
Trust recruits centrally on behalf of all our
schools, our approach to succession
planning, how we provide cover staff and
our new job evaluation project.

Visiting MAT CEOs from across the
Challenge Partners Trust Leaders Network
were extremely impressed with what they
had seen. One noted: 
"I feel incredibly inspired by the innovation,
courage and high quality leadership that is
clearly translating into 'all' pupils having
access to an engaging, relevant, well
matched and inspiring curriculum offer. It
was a joy to see happy pupils enjoying their
learning and hear staff speaking confidently
about the significant impact of their work."

A huge thank you to all teams that were
involved in making this visit so successful, in
particular to Manor Park and Cheam Park
Farm for hosting such a successful day. 



On 26th and 27th April Ofsted completed
a Section 8 visit at Cheam Common
Infants’ Academy. We received a call on
25th April and the 90 minute call was
completed before the inspector arrived.
On 26th April the inspector arrived and
was extremely busy for the whole two
days. On the first morning she met with
the team before school and then started
her first focus which was Early reading
and phonics. This took most of the
morning as she visited classes, observed
interventions, spoke at length with our
Reader Leader and read with the lowest
20% of the readers across Year 1 and
Year 2. The inspector then looked into
the Safeguarding procedures and was
pleased that there were no actions to be
taken. During the afternoon, she focused
on History. She observed lessons, spoke
to the history lead, spoke to the children
about their learning and looked at books.
On the second day, she focused on
Computing. She met with the Computing
lead and Director of Computing. They
visited classes, spoke to the children
about their learning and talked about
Online Safety. The inspector also spoke
to groups of stakeholders including
governors, parents, SENCO, teachers and
teaching assistants. We then waited for
the outcome and the report. We are
pleased to announce that we continue to
be good in the new framework. We are
extremely proud of all of our hard work
and the outcome considering all the
challenges we have faced during the last
two years. 

Some of the highlights from the report were;
pupils enjoy attending this happy school. They
are safe, confident, and keen to learn well. It is
clear that they are well looked after by staff
who really care. The school’s values of
perseverance, respect, imagination, dedication
and encouragement are woven throughout the
curriculum. Pupils know these values well and
refer to them when they learn. Despite their
young age, pupils play an active role in their
school. Leaders expect pupils to achieve their
fullest potential and take pride in their work.
Leaders have designed a curriculum that is
structured and sequenced logically. Leaders
quickly identify whether a pupil has a special
educational need and/or disabilities. This
means that staff can work swiftly to find the
best strategies to help pupils access the
curriculum and make good progress.

OFSTED VISIT AT CHEAM
COMMON INFANTS’

16



BEHAVIOUR HUBS

Bennett’s 2017 report ‘Creating a culture: how school leaders can optimise behaviour. The scheme is
scheduled to run for three years, with a full evaluation to be released in 2025. It is fully funded by the
Department for Education (DfE). The premise of the behaviour hub programme is that by developing good
behaviour, routines and structures in schools, pupils can be appropriately supported in their environments.
It improves their engagement, as well as supports their mental health and wellbeing. It offers support from
schools-to-schools, with training delivered by expert behaviour advisers. There is a combination of support
(which is tailored to each individual school) and training which empowers schools to make sustainable
changes to their behaviour culture. It is a one-year programme for schools, with an option to extend for a
second year if needed. The programme for MATs runs for two years. The programme matches ‘partner’
schools with a ‘Lead’ School who has an exemplary track record in behaviour culture. They then provide
bespoke support, training and advice aimed at improving behaviour.

Lead Schools can be asked to provide two
possible levels of support - core support
and extended support. Core support is
designed for schools who want to work
more independently to improve behaviour
culture within their school. Extended
support is designed for schools who would
benefit from one-to-one support, ongoing
coaching and mentoring. 

As well as Lead Schools, there is ‘multi-
school’ support . This is designed for MATs
who want to develop new behaviour
approaches across multiple schools within
their trust. It includes one-to-one support
from a MAT executive team, as well as the
opportunity for extended support for a
school within the trust. 

Behaviour Hubs support school leaders by
helping them to create calm, orderly
environments where pupils can learn – and
teachers can teach.

The DfE’s Behaviour Hub’s programme is based
on the government behaviour guru Tom 



All Partner schools and MATs welcomed onto the programme are self-referred – senior
leadership teams apply to become a part of the programme and benefit from the free and
bespoke advice and training provided. Partner schools must have an overall Ofsted rating
of ‘Good’, ‘Requires Improvement’ or ‘Inadequate’. Partner MATs must have at least one
school within the trust that meets this Ofsted rating criteria.

Lead Schools and academy trusts will work closely with the schools they are supporting to
diagnose what could be improved. They help develop and launch new behaviour
approaches and policies and provide ongoing mentoring and support. Mentoring schools
provide advice on issues ranging from setting clear expectations to eliminate low-level
disruption in classrooms, to more systematic approaches to maintaining order and discipline
across common areas in the school. There are “open days” at Lead Schools where their
counterparts can observe good systems and approaches in action.

Manor Park achieved status as a lead school and has been allocated 3 partner schools. LEO
Academy Trust is a lead MAT and has been allocated 1 partner MAT. 

New lead schools applied for the scheme late last year. There was a rigorous application
process followed by interviews. Brookfield Primary Academy was instrumental in our Trust
achieving the award and indeed, any of our schools could be called upon to support LEO
Academy Trust as a lead MAT.

The DfE ran an induction in Reading at the end of March with this year’s other successful
schools and MATs. The scheme was launched in Spring 2021 with 21 lead schools and 2
MATS. It has more than doubled this year, with Manor Park joining as one of 28 new Lead
Schools and LEO Academy Trust joining as one of 8 lead multi-academy trusts. 

It is very prestigious to have been chosen to be part of the DfE’s £10 million Behaviour Hub
scheme. To put it in perspective, Manor Park is one of 28 schools out of approximately
20,806 primary schools in England and LEO Academy Trust is one of 8 MATs out of
approximately 1170 Multi Academy Trusts. 
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SHAWLEY CHILDREN’S 
MARKET

On Saturday 9th July, Shawley Community Primary
Academy hosted their first ever Children’s Market: a
market run by children, for children. Children from
across LEO Academy Trust and other local schools
to Shawley signed up for a stall to promote their
own business venture. The children had to decide
on their business idea, prepare everything they
needed for the day and create their own
advertising. 

On the day the children arrived early, paid £2 to
host a stall, and then got ready for the day ahead.
They set up, ran, and advertised their business and
even had a chance to encourage customers by
speaking over the PA system. There were a variety
of stalls with some really creative ideas and it was
great to see the children applying such valuable
life skills, including financial education. 

Throughout the day, stall holders and visitors
voted for their favourite stalls and three winners
were selected at the end. Those who didn't win
still went away happy being able to keep all of
their own profits. It was great to hear the
children reflect on how it had gone but also their
ideas for how they would improve it next year. 

Flynn from Cheam Fields Primary said: 
“ I thought having my own stall would kickstart
me and my brother's business and would make a
bit of money. We have started to put it on a
website too. It’s basically about saving the
environment.” 

The day had a great community feel. We were so
proud of all the children and we are really
looking forward to running it again next year! 



LEO Academy Trust knows that people are fundamental to our organisation. We focus on championing
opportunities for our colleagues, and for better work and working lives by creating great places to work, to
deliver great outcomes for our children.  

As well as trying to do the best for our own staff, we also hold close an ambition to build and extend
community links for people outside our Trust. This was particularly important during the pandemic when so
many people were struggling financially. The Trust partnered with the Department for Work & Pensions'
Kickstart Scheme and designed a programme to host 41 16-24 year olds for 6 months each across our
schools, resulting in nearly 29,000 hours of support for: smaller pupil groups when social distancing was
imperative, as well as additional cleaning, catering and administration support. 
This award recognised the targeted reaction during a time of need, and one that delivered on the very heart
of the Kick Start initiative - tailored support, training and experience for young people at risk of long-term
unemployment.

All teams across the Trust played a part in supporting the project, and we are incredibly proud of our work -
thank you, everyone.

LEARNING EXCELLENCE
AWARDS

We are incredibly proud of the work that our LEO Academy Trust central teams undertake on behalf of the
Trust to provide services and opportunities for our pupils, their families and our local community. We are
absolutely delighted to share that some of this work has been recognised nationally. 

WINNER, HR & TALENT

On 8th April 2022, LEO Academy Trust were invited to the Learning Excellence Awards to receive an
award of merit for the Outstanding In House Team category. This was in recognition of the whole Trust’s
dedication to the summer 2021 Holiday and Food Programme; our extended club workers providing
fantastic activities for the children, our catering teams working tirelessly to make tasty and nutritious meals
to fuel the fun, and of course those working behind the scenes for the many hours it took to organise trips,
staffing, funding and keeping things rolling in a smooth and safe way. 

Childcare for some families during the summer was very stressful, especially for our key worker parents,
with serious financial implications at what was already a scary and trying time. We are used to our teams
working tirelessly but we have been blown away by the way each staff member rose to the challenges of
this project - thank you all. 

OUTSTANDING IN-
HOUSE TEAM
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Across the Summer Term, the LEO English Team has been incredibly busy helping to drive learning
opportunities and high expectations through a range of organised themed events and class based
activities. Whether it be inviting special literary guests across each of our LEO schools to our continued
adaptive approach using technology, LEO English has certainly made a splash within the world of
education! 

At the end of May, celebrations surrounding the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee proved successful across LEO,
especially as Manor Park Primary were chosen to launch a special commemorative book based on the life
of Queen Elizabeth II. During the launch of the new book, where every child was provided a copy for free,
Secretary of State for Education, Nadhim Zahawi met children and discussed their impending excitement,
before taking part in a special interview with LEO Director of Teaching & Learning and contributor to the
book itself, Shareen Wilkinson. 

Special visits did not end there, for children across LEO were fortunate enough to meet critically acclaimed
author, Laura Henry Allain MBE as part of a writing challenge based on culture and identity. Based at
Cheam Common Junior, children from each LEO school came together to ask the author questions before
learning how to create your very own stories. Top tips and practical advice was provided as well as Laura
explaining how she created her very own successful series of books, ‘JoJo & Gran Gran’, which is now a
popular CBBC television show. Laura kindly finished her visit by delivering a special virtual assembly across
Key Stage 1, where she treated children to a story or two, based on her brilliant books!

ENGLISH AT LEO
ACADEMY TRUST



Due to our ongoing commitment to develop our use of
technology for learning to enhance children’s learning
potential, LEO English featured in June’s Headteacher
magazine, where Director of English, Mr Perrot, Director of
Computing, Mrs Shirley and Cheam Field’s Year 4 class
Teacher, Mr Clements discussed how various digital packages
and applications, such as Text Help, Thing Link and Jamboard
can all help to adapt teaching & learning of Reading, Writing &
Grammar to much success. The article features plenty of great
advice on how to use technology within English lessons, which
you can check out here.

At the end of May, Early Years and Key Stage One celebrated
all things Elma, the Colourful Elephant, as part of National
Elma Day. With the theme centred around ‘spreading positivity’,
children enjoyed dressing up in a variety of colourful
ensembles, painting their very own ‘Elma’ masks, playing games
which included ‘Pin the Tail on the Elephant’ as well as bringing
to life the story of Elma through a range of fun, interactive
storytelling activities. Well done to all of our fantastic EYFS
and KS1 teachers and a huge thank you to Kelly Wight, Director
of EYFS and Vice Principal at Cheam Park Farm, for helping
organise a wonderful experience for all involved.

ECT’s also joined in the fun this term as part of their ongoing
training and development, where they took part in a special
English phonics, reading and writing session courtesy of
Christopher Perrott, who was joined by Julie Watson from High
View Primary. With plenty of practical top tips, modelling and
live participation, teachers left enthused and full of great ideas
to take back into the classroom.
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A huge well done to all our exceptional children and
teachers across  LEO Academy Trust for all their hard work
during their after school activity, Topical Talk. Run in
collaboration with The Economist, Topical Talk is a news
platform that provides children with access to news
stories, where they are able to discuss, challenge and
debate whilst completing a range of projects to showcase
their views. A special congratulations to Cheam Fields for
their exceptional work in many of the special topics
taught this year, run by Louise Elkins.

Finally, two very special shout outs regarding the world of
reading. Firstly, congratulations to Shawley Community
Primary School, who held a ‘Pyjama Day’ themed event as
part of the Book Trust in order to raise money for their
class libraries. Children had great fun coming to school
dressed in their ‘onesies’ and the money raised has meant
each classroom has a set of new books for children to
enjoy. 

However, a huge well done to Matt
Clements from Cheam Fields, who took
his bike to take part in 'Ride London' to
Essex 100 Mile charity bike ride, raising
money to help develop their school
library. Originally setting out to raise
£500, Matt’s extraordinary efforts proved
incredibly successful with donations
reaching a staggering £1,000+.
Congratulations and well done on your
deserved achievement!

When LEO English returns in September,
we are pleased and excited to continue
providing children with a wealth of
opportunities celebrating and
championing all things reading and
writing.



EYFS AT LEO ACADEMY
TRUST

The Summer Term has been filled with
a range of learning experiences and
fun across the trust in all EYFS
classes. All of the LEO schools took
part in celebrating the exciting
occasion of celebrating the Queen's
Jubilee. The children enjoyed learning
about the queen’s reign, creating
flags and bunting and taking part in
Jubilee parties and picnics. This was
a joyous occasions which the children
will remember for many years to
come. 

‘Elmer day’ was loved by all and the
children were invited to acknowledge
the event by adding a splash of
colour to their uniforms. This
celebrated uniqueness and allowed
children to express themselves in their
chosen way, understanding we are all
different and spreading this message
positively. They focused on kindness
and took part in kindness challenges,
which the children thoroughly
enjoyed. 

The children across the trust have continued to upskill in the area of Technology and develop their digital
skills ready for Year 1. The children have now completed all of their digital skills lessons and have achieved
all of the badges, which have included ‘knowing my keyboard’ and ‘coder programmer’. The skills
demonstrated by the children are amazing and they are innovative learners who have embedded skills to
be independent learners as they continue on their school journey.

Across the trust, the children's Maths development has been embedded strongly, with many schools using
the NCTEM Maths mastery programme. This has ensured the pupils have further developed their
understanding of the number system and can securely use numbers in many forms. The use of manipulatives
is always used heavily to reinforce and support their understanding, giving them the opportunities to show
their methods in many ways. The EYFS children participated with Maths Week London and enjoyed
completing shape challenges, creating shape faces.
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ARTS FESTIVAL AT LEO
ACADEMY TRUST

This year at LEO Academy Trust, we celebrated all of the
Arts during the LEO Arts Festival, which was run in
partnership with Arts Network Sutton. It ran from Monday
4th July to Friday 8th July with the theme: ‘We are all
artists’. It was a project designed to promote pupils’ sense
of identity and allow them the opportunity to use the Arts
to express themselves, learn new skills, envision the Arts as
a viable career path and improve their mental health;
using art to externalise their internal thoughts. All schools
across our Trust took part and were able to work with a
local artist either prior to our Arts Week or during the week
itself, in order to learn new skills and expertise, as well as
take part in a wide variety of Arts activities and then
showcase them to their school community at the end of
the week. They were also able to work with authors,
musicians, dancers, gymnasts and theatre performers. 

Pupils across all LEO schools were engaged within the
school setting, working with both their teachers and
artists, as well as being able to attend events, such as the
KS2 Music Festival to showcase their musicality from their
whole class ensemble tuition this year.

The children worked with a variety of artists, authors, and
performance groups: 

Ingrid Barber: an artist and maker who uses a variety of
art skills to create her pieces, such as collage, paint and
sketching. Ingrid worked with children from Cheam Fields,
Cheam Common Infants, Cheam Common Junior and
Cheam Park Farm in multiple year groups, to create a
multimedia piece that demonstrates what they think is
special.

Sarah Eversfield: a printmaker, as well as a multimedia
artist. She spends most of her time as a graphic designer
but loves to use Art to express herself. Sarah worked with
the children from Brookfield using the printmaking process
to create their own pieces. 



Karin Jashapara: an artist who specialises in shadow
theatre and storytelling. The light, the screen and the
puppet are all variable elements within shadow
theatre, with huge expressive power. Karin hosted
shadow theatre workshops at Cheam Common Junior,
in which the children animated their own puppet
characters to create a scene for their school
production - The Wizard of Oz. As well as hosting
workshops at Cheam Fields, in which they explored
lights, screens and objects/puppets, creating
performances or 'wall-prints' - shadow projections onto
pale walls. 

Jo Sharpe: an artist inspired by the great British
countryside and coastline. Her paintings show her love
of painting, colour, creating surface pattern texture
and playing with compositions. She mostly paints in oils
but also loves to combine media. She utilised all of her
knowledge when hosting her workshops to teach the
children how to express themselves and their passion
through art at Shawley Community Primary. 

Doug Shaw: a freelance consultant and artist. Doug
worked with pupils from Manor Park hosting workshops
where everyone had the chance to ink their plate, and
take a print from it - an artistic activity which few get
the chance to play with.

Pupils across our EYFS and KS1 were also able to
attend an assembly, hosted by Laura Henry-Allain, the
author of ‘My Skin, Your Skin’, and who is also the
creator of the CBeebies characters: JoJo and Gran
Gran, which is based on the relationship that she had
with her grandmother. They then took part in activities
created by the author and our EYFS Lead that were
linked to the book. Laura also hosted two workshops for
some of our Year 5 writing competition winners,
exploring the writing process from concept to
published works.

Presto! Performing Arts delivered workshops to all of
our schools, teaching them a short poem and/or dance
routine. 

Future Gymnastics worked with pupils from Cheam Park
Farm and they delivered workshops where children
were able to learn a short routine.

In addition to the excellent experts who
hosted workshops, our staff created activities
and timetables to allow all pupils
opportunities to develop as artists. There was
Brazilian Samba dancing, Artist studies,
Dance routines, choir performances, cooking
classes exploring a range of worldly cuisine,
t-shirt design, watercolour painting, pattern
exploration in Maths, creative writing, junk
percussion workshops, visiting musicians and
much more!

Our pupils were also able to use the
resources created in conjunction with
Artsmark for their Day to Create: Grimm and
Co created writing resources surrounding 'the
case of the missing memories' and Little
Inventors encouraged children to create their
own inventions. And each school library was
boosted by 10 fantastic books from
Greenaway Greats, that came with resources
to help staff and pupils explore the books.
The children produced some fantastic work! 

Brookfield Primary's hard work in Forest
School was also showcased at RHS Hampton
Court Palace Garden Festival during our Arts
Festival Week! The children created a bug
hotel and were one of the best entries from
London and the South East. 

By the end of our Arts Festival, all schools
were able to watch the children's Year 6
Production performances, as well as
showcase the work from across the week and
the year. They exhibited work in classrooms
and in playgrounds and the school community
were invited to see what the children
created. 

Overall, it has been a very successful Arts
Festival this year and we cannot wait for an
even more exciting showcase of our pupils'
talents next year!
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MATHS AT LEO ACADEMY
TRUST

We have had a fantastic celebration of mathematics achievement across LEO Academy Trust during Maths
Week London 2022. We are proud ambassadors of this week solely dedicated to maths enjoyment through
quizzes, activities, competitions and more.

Read Natasha Dolling’s blog post here: https://www.mathsweeklondon.org/2022/06/17/how-leo-
academies-is-celebrating-maths-week-london-2022/

This year, the focus was on mathematical art and children from Nursery to Year 6 produced some stunning
pieces with lots of measurement and counting involved! The winner in each year group across LEO
academies was lucky enough to receive a medal and £20 Amazon Voucher courtesy of Maths Week
London for all of their hard work. We look forward to celebrating next year and the next cross curricular
mathematics opportunity! 

https://www.mathsweeklondon.org/2022/06/17/how-leo-academies-is-celebrating-maths-week-london-2022/
https://www.mathsweeklondon.org/2022/06/17/how-leo-academies-is-celebrating-maths-week-london-2022/


All Maths Leaders across the trust met for their final Teach Research Group of the year at Cheam Fields for a
celebratory lunch and evaluation of the years progress. During the course of the year, the London South West
Maths Hub has facilitate the workgroup session led by Natasha Dolling which has covered everything from
lesson observations and collaborative planning, to examining inclusivity in the maths classroom and working
with SLT on schools maths action plans. We are so pleased that this programme will be running next year
with the NCETM entitled ‘Embedding the Impact’. 

A huge congratulations to the team of children from Brookfield Primary who made it into the final of the
Primary Count On Us challenge with Mayor’s Fund for London. They enjoyed the final heats of the competition
at City Hall and came fifth out of the whole competition. A huge achievement and we know the legacy of
tangrams, dominoes and code breaking will translate into lots of maths clubs next year! 

Have a great summer and be sure to check back in in September at @LEO_maths
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SPORTS AT LEO ACADEMY
TRUST

Once again our LEO Sport department and school sports teams have had an extremely busy term filled
with fun physical activities, amazing sporting opportunities and many competitive successes. Here is a look
into our summer of sport. 

Cheam Park Farm girls' football team had
the privilege of representing Crystal Palace
FC in the Premier League Primary Stars
National Finals at Watford FC's Vicarage
Road Stadium. The players worked extremely
hard to win the regional finals to gain a
place in this competition, which included all
20 Premier League clubs, each represented
by a local school. The players had a fantastic
day, from walking out onto a Premier League
football pitch, waving the Palace flag with
an applauding crowd, to playing high quality
football with teams from across the country.
The players represented their school, LEO
Academy Trust and Crystal Palace FC with
pride throughout the event. Overall, they
drew two and lost two of their group stage
games - they left with beaming smiles and
amazing memories from this special
experience. 

CRYSTAL PALACE PREMIER LEAGUE
PRIMARY STARS



This year we were able to enter all LEO Academy Trust schools into the LTA Youth & Schools ballot. We
were very fortunate to receive tickets for 4 of our schools, where 8 pupils from each school were lucky
enough to attend the prestigious All England Lawn Tennis Club. Schools had seats varying from Court 1 to
Court 3 watching some of the best tennis players in the world. Not only did they watch some incredible
tennis, there were lots of interactive games and activities for the pupils to take part in. Let's hope we can
be just as successful with the ballot next year, so more of our pupils can experience this incredible
opportunity. 

WIMBLEDON

LEO ATHLETICS DAY

In July we held an exciting LEO Athletics Competition at the David Weir Leisure Centre in Carshalton. Each
school provided 8 pupils for each KS2 year group to compete in a series of athletics track events: 75m
sprint, 100m relays and 600m run. It was a very successful day with all pupils competing incredibly well,
creating some very close and entertaining races. All schools showed exemplary teamwork, encouraging
and supporting every member of their team. Well done to our overall winners: Cheam Common Junior
Academy. 
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LEO PANATHLON 

This year's LEO Panathlon was held at Shawley Community Primary, where
a KS2 team from every LEO school competed in the fun filled afternoon
activities. Panathlon is a national charity which gives thousands of young
people the opportunity to take part in competitive sport. Panathlon is a set
of fun games and activities that focus on agility, balance and
coordination. Well done to every pupil that took part, it was brilliant to see
so much fun and the pupils were enjoying all of the activities. Thank you to
Panathlon for arranging the day.

ALL STARS & DYNAMOS PROGRAMMES 

Once again the LEO Academy Trust renewed their partnership with Surrey Cricket and the ECB, with our
hugely successful All Stars & Dynamos programmes. 

All Stars Cricket provides boys and girls from 5-8 years old with 8 weeks of non-stop fun. The activity and
game based programme is suitable for all skill levels, providing your child with the foundations to begin a
lifelong love of physical activity and cricket, while making friends in a safe and enjoyable environment.

Dynamos Cricket provides boys and girls from 8-11 years old with 8 sessions of non-stop fun. Each week there
will be a focus on a different cricket skill to build their confidence and ability, before they take part in a 60-
ball countdown cricket match. Dynamos Cricket will help grow your child's love of the game, and will give
them the opportunity to socialise and make friends in a safe environment.

Thank you to the amazing Surrey Cricket Foundation Coaches who delivered our sessions and to Cheam
Fields Primary and Shawley Community Primary for hosting the two programmes. 



SURREY COUNTY PLATE
WINNERS

YEAR 6 SURREY COUNTY GIRLS' PLATE
WINNERS

On Wednesday 22nd June Cheam Common Junior Year 6 Girls headed off to the Surrey County Cricket
Finals at Sunbury Cricket Ground after winning the Sutton Borough qualifying round two weeks before.
Twelve schools from different boroughs made it through to the finals, each being split into groups of four to
compete against each other. Our group consisted of Farnham, Grenville and Hinchley Wood. Winning 72-30
vs Farnham, 64-58 win vs Hinchley Wood and losing narrowly by 1 run 67-66 to Grenville.

After finishing second in our group we went through the plate, where we won our next three matches vs
Banstead, Chandler's Field and Thames Ditton to be crowned Surrey County Cricket Plate Winners!

YEAR 6 SURREY COUNTY BOYS' PLATE
WINNERS

On Wednesday 29th June, Cheam Fields Year 6 boys cricket
team represented Sutton in the Surrey County Cricket Finals at
Imber Court Sports Ground. After a tough morning of games,
we persevered and progressed into the plate competition in
the afternoon. Following 3 very successful games, we found
ourselves in the semi finals. We won the semi finals by 30 runs
and excitedly waited to play in the final of the plate
competition. After a rocky start, we won the final by 20 runs
from a phenomenal team effort and fantastic communication.
We are very proud of our team for being awarded the plate
and title of Year 6 County Plate Champions. 
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YEAR 5 SURREY COUNTY BOYS PLATE
WINNERS

After the Cheam Park Farm Year 5 boys cricket team won the Sutton Borough SSP dynamos cricket
competition they qualified for the Surrey County Finals to go and represent Sutton. 

This took place on Wednesday 6th July at Sunbury cricket club. There were 12 schools in the tournament who
were all representing different Boroughs. We were put into a group of three and played two matches in the
morning. At the end of play all three teams were joint top of the group and Cheam Park Farm just missed out
on qualifying top of the group. It was decided on the run difference where we then ended up finishing
second. This meant we went into the plate competition. This was another round robin group where we had to
play two new schools. We went on to win both matches which put us top of the group. We then qualified for
the plate final against the winners of another group. 

The boys thought hard in a very close final match and managed to just do enough to win. They were then
crowned Surrey County Plate Champions! 



Congratulations to all of our schools who won a Sutton
Borough event this year, going on to represent Sutton
at the London Youth Games . What a fantastic
achievement!
Y3&4 TriGolf - Brookfield 
Y5&6 Girls Football - Cheam Fields 
Y6 Boys Cricket - Cheam Fields 
Y3&4 Girls Football - Cheam Park Farm 
Y3&4 Tennis - Cheam Common Junior 
Y5&6 Basketball - Cheam Common Junior 
Y5&6 Quad Kids - Cheam Common Junior
Y5&6 Tag Rugby B team - Manor Park 

Congratulations as well to this year's Borough Netball
League Winners 
Cheam Common Junior

We also enjoyed success at the Sutton Borough
Swimming Galas in June 
Gala 1 - Runners up: Cheam Common Junior
Gala 2 - Winners: Cheam Park Farm
                  Runners up: Manor Park   

LEO Sports Summer Events - Winners
Y3&4 Handball - Cheam Common Junior
Y5&6 Hardball Cricket Competition - Cheam Fields 
Y5&6 Girls Cricket Competition - Cheam Common Junior
Y6 B Team Football Festival - Cheam Common Junior
Y5 Football Tournament - Cheam Park Farm 
Y4 Football Tournament - Cheam Common Junior
Y3&4 Basketball - Cheam Park Farm

SPORTING EVENTS
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LEO FOREST SCHOOL

It has been a very busy summer term at LEO Forest School and with the good weather the children have
been busy learning new skills and exploring the natural environment.

At Cheam Common Infants' Academy, the children have been planting seeds and making seed bombs. We
have been learning about the newts who live in our school pond and also had the chance to hold them.

At Manor Park, we have been lucky to have had an allotment built so we have just started to learn all about
the tools you use and how to keep them clean and safe after use, why crop rotation is important and how to
sow and plant seeds.  

At Cheam Fields, the children have worked hard and have completed their level 3 RHS School Gardening
award and have been given a £50 gardening voucher, so we are looking forward to getting some new
equipment for September.

At Cheam Park Farm, we have been having fun exploring all the habitat’s in Forest School and helping
wildlife by clearing the overgrown areas. They have also refurbished the signs around the school. We have
been pond dipping and watching the life cycles of our resident newt and frog. 



Cheam Common Junior are delighted to have won the 'Sutton in Bloom' competition; gaining the 2022
award for 'Best School Garden'! Well done everyone; great reward for all of your hard work.

Growing everything from sunflowers to vegetables, they planted up their Forest School garden with plants
donated from the RHS Chelsea Flower show! They chose the theme of the Queen’s Jubilee, and produced a
Union Jack Collage using recycled plastic and used flowers to create some bunting.

We are very proud of the achievement and can't wait to continue growing our amazing gardens!

SUTTON IN BLOOM

At Brookfield Primary, we have spent the summer term planning and
making a Maths Minibeast Motel for the Hampton Court Flower
Show, our entry will be on show for all to see. The children have
been sawing bamboo canes, collecting pine cones and filling up
the shapes as well as decorating it using recyclable materials. It
looks amazing and the children's hard work has paid off. After the
show it will have a prize place back at school for all to admire.

At Shawley Community Primary, our Year 5 and 6 children have
mastered the skill of using a flint and steel to light mini fires.
Children in the younger years have been learning about the Honey
Bees and made some seed bombs which we have scattered around
the field. 
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During the Summer Term, staff at Manor Park have been busy developing a school garden
to further support our ongoing work on wellbeing and sustainability within the curriculum.
The opportunity arose having completed the Sutton Public Schools Garden Survey and,
following this, we were very lucky to have received funding to support a Gardening
Project at Manor Park. We were also allocated a trained horticulturist from EcoLocal
which has been invaluable in ensuring high quality training for staff and development of
the garden area. 

Initially, the Garden Project was integrated as part of our Forest School sessions, with
our EcoLocal volunteer leading on planting and growing sessions alongside our Forest
School leader. Since then, all teaching staff have now been trained and, from
September, planting, growing and harvesting has been carefully planned alongside the
Science and Cornerstone Learning Projects for all year groups, making full use of our new
planting garden throughout the school year. 

This Summer, Nursery have grown their own beans as part of their ‘Sunshine and
Sunflowers’ Learning Project and Year 2 have grown a selection of organic vegetables
and herbs such as cauliflower, carrots, pak choi, tomatoes and onions during their Forest
School Sessions. The staff and children have thoroughly enjoyed the sessions so far and
have developed a knowledgeable insight into seasonal growing, crop rotation, harvesting
and plant propagation. 
We look forward to harvesting our homegrown produce in the autumn and supporting our
school kitchen in becoming more self-sufficient and sustainable in the future. 

MANOR PARK GARDEN
PROJECT



CATERING AT LEO
ACADEMY TRUST

Our LEO Catering Team is an integral part of
school life, made up of 37 members of staff,
working across 8 sites and producing 1,856
healthy, fresh meals each day! All the members
are qualified with a Level 2 Food Hygiene
certificate or above. 

Our aim within LEO Catering is to provide a
fresh, hot, healthy lunch, following the
Government's School Foods Standards. We aim
to ensure that children enjoy their meals in a
safe, friendly environment.

Last term across the Trust, children participated
with the nation in celebrating Her Majesty the
Queen's Platinum Jubilee. As part of this
celebration, the catering team asked the
children to design a Jubilee cake coinciding
with the Jubilee weekend. 

Once the winning entry for each school was chosen,
the catering team produced each winning cake for
every pupil to enjoy. Some of our schools also included
a street party lunch in their celebrations provided by
the catering team; enabling the children to
participate in a celebration with their friends.

In line with next term's new intake, we have been
offering food tasters at the new reception intake
information evenings. The feedback from the parents
has been very positive and they are amazed at the
different ways we incorporate fruit and vegetables
into all our meals and puddings and the wide selection
of meals on offer each day.

We are excited to continue providing outstanding
meals for all of our LEO pupils in the Autumn Term. 

To view our upcoming menus, click here. 
To view our upcoming menus' Visual Menu, click here.
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MUSIC AT LEO ACADEMY
TRUST

The Summer Term has been very busy with hundreds of children across the Trust preparing for and
taking part in a variety of music events within our schools and across the borough.

On the 27th April every school across our Trust was able
to experience a live performance given by members of
the Philharmonia Orchestra. This was a wonderful
opportunity where the pupils had the opportunity to hear
professional, world-class musicians in concert, as well as
learning about the instruments being played and the
pieces performed. The children and staff that went were
truly inspired by this concert.

For the first time in over two years, Sutton Music Service
held the Key Stage 1 Big Sing on 28th April at St
Andrew’s Church. This year's concert, titled ‘A Trip to the
Zoo’, showcased KS1 pupils from across the Borough of
Sutton singing in a massed choir as well as singing two
items of their own. It was great to see every LEO school
represented in this event. We were incredibly proud of
all the children who took part, most of whom had never
performed in front of an audience before due to the
pandemic.

This year, for the first time ever, Sutton Music Service
also introduced the Key Stage 2 Big Sing. This was a
fantastic addition to their annual concert series which
gave our KS2 choirs the opportunity to perform
alongside other schools. Once again every LEO school
was represented, with each choir giving their all in a
controlled and confident performance.

Cheam Common Junior Choir were really pleased to be
invited to sing as part of the annual Carshalton Festival
this year. They performed the poignant song ’There’s a
Power in the Music’ brilliantly at the Singfest event in
The Cryer Arts Theatre.



Two and half years ago, children in our KS2 choirs started learning the repertoire for the Young Voices
25th Anniversary Concert. After being postponed three times due to the pandemic, 250 pupils from
across the Trust eventually got to experience what it is like to perform in the O2 Arena. This musical
extravaganza saw them singing with over 7000 other children making it a truly spectacular event. What
a night!

Over the past few weeks some pupils in Key Stage 2
were lucky enough to take part in a singing
workshop with the composer Russell Hepplewhite.
He has written a fantastic selection of songs for
primary school children which have been published
in his book ‘The History Express’. Pupils from Manor
Park, Cheam Common Junior, Cheam Park Farm and
Cheam Fields thoroughly enjoyed these sessions
learning songs titled ‘The Romans’, ‘Dinosaurs’ and
‘The Big Bang!’

Sing Up Day is an annual, global event that
celebrates the power of singing.
LEO pupils of all ages learnt this year’s song ‘Love as
our Guide’, a rousing, uplifting and optimistic pop
anthem, exploring themes of kindness and of being
a person you can be proud of. Some of our choirs
have recorded this song which will be part of a
global digi-choir. While we wait for this to be
posted on YouTube, here is a taster of 5G from
Cheam Common Junior performing the song.

Every Year 4 pupil across the Trust has the
opportunity to learn to play a musical instrument as
outlined in the National Plan for Music Education.
Their learning culminates in 30 pupils from each
school being chosen to perform at the Fairfield
Halls. On 5th July pupils from all over Sutton came
together to perform on a variety of instruments and
sing a song as part of a mass choir. The concert
was a resounding success which the audience
thoroughly enjoyed. 

Performances also took place in each of our schools
so all pupils could show off their new-found talent!

40

https://t.co/OWk7GTAlFR


TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

The Summer Term has been another busy one for
@LEOTraining5 and we have continued to offer a
wide variety of professional development
opportunities for staff from across LEO Academy
Trust. This term has included opportunities for staff
to take part in training programmes, twilight
sessions, open mornings, Network Learning
Community (NLC) meetings, action research
projects and more.

Early Career Teachers (ECTs) from across the Trust
have had a huge range of training and
development opportunities made available to
them across the third term of their induction. This
year, LEO Academy Trust is working in partnership
with Harris Academy Crystal Palace Teaching
School Hub to facilitate training for ECTs both at
LEO Academy Trust and also ECTs at other schools
in Sutton and Wallington. These online training
sessions are facilitated by Mrs A Carlile, Director
of Training and Professional Development and Mr
G Macaulay, Director of Innovation and Growth
and have covered the focus areas of ‘Making
Productive Use of Assessment’ and ‘Fulfilling
Professional Responsibilities’. These sessions have
been full of rich discussions and thoughtful
reflections and opportunities to explore the
evidence base behind effective teaching and
learning strategies.

Alongside the Harris ECT sessions, we have also
worked with colleagues from the Sutton Education
Trust (SET) to offer ECTs face to face subject/area
specific training sessions on a half termly basis. In
Summer 1, ECTs enjoyed a session focused on
science, led by Miss F Gibney, Deputy Headteacher
at Shawley Community Primary Academy and an
English session in summer 2 led by Mr C Perrott,
Director of English and Mrs J Watson, High View
Primary. Thank you to Cheam Park Farm Primary
Academy and High View Primary Academy for
hosting these training sessions for our ECTs. All
training sessions have included lots of
opportunities for ECTs to collaborate and to learn
alongside one another as well as exploring lots of
great practical teaching and learning strategies
from experts from within the Trust and beyond. Our
ECTs still have lots of professional development
opportunities to look forward to in their second
year of induction as they move onto an inquiry
based approach within their training and mentor
sessions.



Our LEO ECT+1 Programme has also continued, this programme builds
on training from last academic year. These sessions are termly, full
day training sessions led by Mrs Amy Carlile, Director of Training and
Professional Development. The first session of the summer term
focused on ‘Assessment, Feedback and Questioning’ and the second
session explored ways to ‘Continuing your Professional Development’.
The training included the opportunity to carry out classroom visits at
Cheam Park Farm Primary Academy and Brookfield Primary Academy
to see teaching and learning in action. This term also saw the launch
of the Olevi Senior Outstanding Leadership in Education Programme,
led by Mrs A Day and Mrs C Lester, Executive Principals. This
programme helps to provide greater clarity, grow confidence, and
develop competence of senior leaders, enabling strategic reflection
on organisational improvement. Members, Trustees and Governors
have also benefited from a bespoke training programme which has
included sessions in the following areas: Equality, Diversity and
Inclusion (Employees) led by Kristen Hughes, Director of HR and a
Maths Open Morning, facilitated by Mrs N Dolling, Director of Maths
and hosted at Cheam Park Farm Primary Academy.

This term we have also held a whole Trust training session focused on
feedback in metacognition and self regulation. This session was led by
members of the LEO Central team and included opportunities to
explore the evidence base behind the strategies as well as see the
strategies in action. This included an overview provided by Mrs S
Wilkinson, Director of Teaching and Learning, self regulation in EYFS
led by Mrs K Wight, Director of EYFS and using technology for retrieval
practice led by Mrs C Shirley, Director of Computing and Digital Skills.
Staff have also had the opportunity to join both the Google Level 1
and the Google Level 2 training programme this term. These sessions
have provided staff with the opportunity to learn new skills and also to
best prepare them for the Level 1 and Level 2 Google exams. Thank
you to Mrs C Shirley, Mrs E Cano Miss L Tipping, Mr Rodriguez, Mr M
Clements and Miss N Brown for leading these sessions. 

Thank you to all those who have led training sessions this term and to those who have taken part in those
sessions. Look out for more exciting training opportunities coming up next academic year on the
@LEOtraining5 Twitter page.

We have continued to commit to
developing a culture of research
within the Trust where our staff
engage in research to deepen
their own professional
understanding and to also drive
forward innovative practice
across all schools within the Trust
and beyond. This year we have
worked in partnership with
ImpactEd, an organisation which
helps schools to evaluate,
understand and improve impact in
Education. We have several key
action research projects taking
place at schools across the Trust
this year, supported by ImpactEd,
and we are looking forward to
sharing more information on this
with you all in a separate
document. Staff from across the
Trust are also taking part in
various Lyfta based Action
Research projects within their
school. Lyfta is an award-winning
digital learning platform which
aims to broaden horizons and
bring learning to life. It invites
pupils to experience different
cultures and perspectives and
gives them the opportunity to see
and connect with positive human
stories from around the world. 
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Thank you for reading!

We hope you all have a happy and
healthy Summer Holidays. We look
forward to seeing you all again on
6th September, for the start of the
Autumn Term.

Click our logos to keep up to date
with all the latest news:
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